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small claim to tithe from lords and people
for whom they did nothing. Thus the land-
owners ceased to support these " Old Mins-
ters " with their tithe, except those who,
with their people, still attended at them.
The others in many cases paid their whole
tithe to their local priest; not only did this
seem a just return for his services, but it was
in the interest of the lord. It increased the
value of the office to which he appointed.
Nor did the bishops resent it. They had
ample revenues of their own to maintain
themselves and their central cathedral staff,
and they were no longer interested in the
" Old Minsters." But the lords were not
obliged to confer this favour on their own
priests, and many, especially among the
smaller, may have had no priest. Thus their
tithe was at their own disposal. They must
pay itP but they might pay it to whom they
would. About the time of the Norman
Conquest much tithe was free in this way.
But by tffe thirteenth century the idea had
become prevalent that a tithe-payer who was
not pledged to some other recipient was
bound to give his tithe to the parish priest,
and this under Innocent III., who died in
1216, became the general law of Western
Christendom, in England as elsewhere,